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2026 FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS / PARENT PAYMENTS

01 November 2025
Dear Parents/Guardians,

Biyala Primary School is looking forward to a great year of teaching and learning and would like to
advise you of Biyala Primary School’s voluntary financial contributions for 2026.

Schools provide students with free instruction to fulfil the standard Victorian curriculum, and we
want to assure you that all contributions are voluntary. Nevertheless, the ongoing support of our
families ensures that our school can offer the best possible education and support for our students.
We want to thank you for your anticipated support, whether that's through voluntary conftributions,
fundraising or volunteering your time. This will make a huge difference to our school and the
programs we offer.

Within our school this support will assist us in providing an enriched tfeaching and learning program
for every student that is highly valued by our school community. The commitment and support of
voluntary conftributions from parents will benefit our students and complement our high-quality
learning and wellbeing and engagement experiences across all classrooms.

To ensure consistency of learning materials across all classrooms, and to reduce costs to
parents/carers, Biyala Primary School will purchase and provide all students with books, stationery,
classroom materials and access to ICT devices. Our commitment is to ensure that all students are
ready to learn on day 1 of the school year. To assist us in doing so, we request the support of our
school community through voluntary contributions. These contributions will continue to allow us to
provide all students at Biyala Primary School with:

= Student books and stationery to support student learning

= High-quality classroom consumables, specialist materials and equipment
=  Online learning subscriptions and platforms

= High quality ICT technology to support student learning

=  Worksheets and learning materials

= Engaging whole school events, and

= The Compass Portal which connects you and your child’s learning

At Biyala Primary School, we will design and develop teaching and learning programs that
continue to draw upon best educational knowledge and evidence-based practices. Our feachers
and support staff will strive to offer broad and enriched programs to students that are above and
beyond what is in the standard curriculum and what is provided for by Government funding.

| therefore wish to thank all parents in anficipation of their ongoing support of our wonderful school.
For further information on the Department’s Parent Payments Policy please see a one-page
overview attached.

Yours sincerely,
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Shannon Cormack Laura Mitchell
Principal School Council (interim) President
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Curriculum Contributions - items and activities that students use, or
participate in, to access the Curriculum

Student Books and Stationery — replenished throughout the year
e Including exercise books, scrapbooks, story books, mini
whiteboards, whiteboard markers, pens, gel pens, coloured pencils,
pencil sharpener, highlighters, scissors, glue sticks, rulers,
calculators, pencil case and other stationery items to support
student learning throughout the year- $50.00

Classroom Consumables & Specialist Subjects

= ART —sketchbook, paint, brushes, crayons, glue, coloured markers,
canvas, glitter, cardboard, straws, pipe cleaners, coloured paper
(520)

= SCIENCE/STEM — sketchbook, craft wood, magnets, rubber bands,
pipe cleaners, wooden stirrers, thermometers, experimental
consumables, electronic/robotic supplies — LED lights, batteries
(520)

= NUMERACY & LITERACY — numeracy and literacy resources,
including exercise books, counters, blocks, dice, playing cards,
geostix construction kits, numeracy class kits, money reserve class
kits, student analog clock kits, magnetic letters kits ($30)

=  PHYSICAL EDUCATION — Consumable items that need regular
replacement for students to use during PE including but not limited
to basketballs, netballs, footballs, soccer balls, tennis balls, rubber
balls, bibs, hoops, sports cones, skipping ropes ($20)

= LIBRARY - Provision for shared library resources and books ($10)

ICT

=  Provision of ICT devices for shared classroom sets - high quality
devices (S40)

* Headphones and associated adaptors ($11)

=  Printing and copying of student work ($9)

*  Online subscriptions — Seesaw student learning platform (S5) and
Decodable Readers online library (S5)

Total Curriculum Contributions

Suggested

Amount

$50.00

$100.00

$70.00

$220.00

==l

Voluntary

Contribution
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Other Contributions - for non-curriculum items and activities Suggested Voluntary
Amount Contribution

Student and Parent Communication Tools (Compass) $10.00

First aid supplies and equipment $10.00

School grounds maintenance and improvements $5.00

Whole School Events — Book Week, House Cross Country, House Athletics $5.00

Total Other Contributions $30.00

Extra-Curricular ltems and Activities — provided on a user-pays basis

Biyala Primary School offers a range of optfional items and activities that enhance or broaden
the schooling experience of students and are above and beyond what the school provides to
deliver the Curriculum.

Payment for extra-curricular items and activities will be advised and received throughout the
year.

Extra-Curricular Items and Activities Amount
School Photos — Cost to be advised

Swimming and water safety program — Cost to be advised
School camp / excursion / incursions — Cost to be advised

Interschools sports — Cost to be advised

“wv» un un un Wun

Total Extra-Curricular Items and Activities

How To Make a Voluntary Contribution

Voluntary contributions can be paid in person at the general office (preferably EFT) — or via our
online platform COMPASS. Voluntary contributions will be published on COMPASS in Term 1,
2026 allowing parents to pay online if they wish to do so.
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Refunds - Parent requests for refunds are subject to the discretion of the school and made on
a case-by-case basis. Refunds will be provided where the school deem:s it is reasonable and
fair to do so, taking into consideration whether a cost has been incurred, the Department’s
Parent Payments Policy and Guidance, Financial Help for Families Policy, and any other
relevant information.

Financial Support for Families

We understand that from time-to-time families may experience financial difficulty and we
have a range of support opftions, including:

=  Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) provides payments to eligible students to
attend camps, sports and excursions. Families holding a valid means-tested concession
card or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply and a special consideration
category also exists.

= Payment plan options for extra-curricular items and activities such as camps, swimming
program and excursions/incursions.

= State Schools Relief may cover the cost of new school uniforms, shoes, books and more
for eligible families. Parents or Carers who require assistance are encouraged to make
an appointment with the school to discuss their situation.

For a confidential discussion about accessing these services, or if you would like to discuss
alternative payment arrangements, contact:

Emma Hall (Business Manager)
Email: Emma.Hall@education.vic.gov.au
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PARENT PAYMENTS POLICY

ONE PAGE OVERVIEW

e Schools provide students with free instruction and ensure students have free access to all
items, activities and services that are used by the school to fulfil the requirements of the
Curriculum. This includes the Victorian Curriculum F-10, the Victorian Certificate of
Education (VCE) including the VCE Vocational Major and the Victorian Pathways Certificate.

e Schools may invite parents to make a financial contribution to support the school.

PARENT PAYMENT REQUESTS

Schools can request contributions from parents under three categories:

Curriculum Contributions Other Extra-Curricular Items and
) . Contributions Activities
Voluntary financial
contributions for curriculum  Voluntary financial Iltems and activities that
items and activities which contributions for non- enhance or broaden the
the school deems necessary  curriculum items and schooling experience of
for students to learn the activities that relate to the students and are above and
Curriculum. school’s functions and beyond what the school
objectives. provides for free to deliver

the Curriculum. These are
provided on a user-pays
basis.

e Schools may also invite parents to supply or purchase educational items to use and own
(e.g. textbooks, stationery, digital devices).

FINANCIAL HELP FOR FAMILIES
e Schools put in place financial hardship arrangements to support families who cannot pay for
. ’ items or activities so that their child doesn’t miss out.

e Schools have a nominated parent payment contact person(s) that parents can have a
confidential discussion with regarding financial hardship arrangements.

SCHOOL PROCESSES
V- .
Y/

Schools must obtain school council approval for their parent payment arrangements and
publish all requests and communications for each year level on their school website for
transparency.

EEZE2BPS



	How To Make a Voluntary Contribution
	Voluntary contributions can be paid in person at the general office (preferably EFT) – or via our online platform COMPASS. Voluntary contributions will be published on COMPASS in Term 1, 2026 allowing parents to pay online if they wish to do so.
	parent PAYMENTS policy
	ONE PAGE OVERVIEW

